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inent cheek bones, small nose, small black
and oblique eyes, long lank jet-black hair
of the hprse-tail texture and round in trans-
verse section, robust undersized figures}
coarse build, and ungainly appearance, ex-
cept in the saddle, where most of their time
is passed. The Mongol language, spoken with
considerable uniformity by all branches of
the family, is a typical member of the Ural-
Altaic linguistic stock, somewhat intermedi-
ate between Turki and Manchu. Mongol lit-
erature consists mostly of translations of
Tibetan and Chinese Buddhist writings, with
some national chronicles and legendary mat-
ter, and scarcely any poetry beyond a few
popular songs.

Mongoose.  See Mungoos.

Monism, that speculative theory of the
universe which attempts to reduce it, with
all its apparent diversity, to the unity of a
single principle. Spinoza is the most conspic-
uous representative of the monism which
preserves matter and mind in equipoise as
aspects of a single substance. The prominence
of physical science in modern thought has
brought it about that much that calls itself
monism throws all the real weight on the
material side. Of idealistic monism Hegel,
and in a sense Schopenhauer, might be$ re-
garded as examples; but this classification
and juxtaposition is open to objection.

Monitor (lisard).

Monitor, a lizard of the genus Varanus,
which includes nearly 30 species, distributed
over S. Asia, Africa, and Australia, The body
may reach a length of from 6 to 7 ft., so
that the monitors are the largest of the liz-
ards. They feed upon whatever animals they
are able to overcome. The habitat is very
varied, some species being partially aquatic,
while others inhabit forests and still others
dry sandy deserts

Monitor, a class of armored turret vessels
of light draught and low freeboard, that is,
with the upper deck very little above the wa-
ter. The reputation of the monitor type was
a result of the action between the original
Monitor and the Merrimac in 1862. In the
popular mind the idea became fixed that the
Monitor administered to her adversary a
most crushing defeat. Such was not the case,
but, inasmuch as the Monitor proved invul-
nerable to her opponent and succeeded in
preventing further depredations upon the
Federal fleet, the strategical advantages were
quite equal to those which would have re-
sulted from a more decisive action. The plans
of the Monitor were presented to the Navy
Department by the famous engineer John
Ericsson, and he superintended her building.

Monk.  See Monasticism, Monastery.

Monk, Maria (c. 1817-50), Canadian im-
postor, first came into public notice in 1835.
She at that time declared that she had made
her escape from the Hotel Dieu Nunnery in
Montreal, and prepared a plausible account
of abuses alleged to have taken place in that
institution, published as Awful Disclosures
by Maria Monk (1836) and Further Disclos-
ures (1836). She was exposed by Col. Wil-
liam L. Stone. Maria Monk's books had an
enormous sale, and are still to be found.

Monkey, a name often loosely applied to
the members of the order Primates. We use
it here to exclude the anthropoid apes, and
marmosets. As thus limited, it includes the
New World monkeys, the Cebidae of natu-
ralists, and the Old World monkeys, or Cer-
copithecidae. Monkeys are typically arboreal
animals, admirably adapted for swinging
from bough to bough of the trees among
which they live. The American forms, in
spite of the assistance rendered by the tail,
are much less agile and supple than their Old
World representatives, who, by aid of their
four 'hands,* perform wonderful feats of
gymnastics. The typical diet consists of a
mixture of fruit and insects, but there is con-
siderable variation in detail. The intelligence,
according to most observers, is notably high-
er in the Old World forms than in the Amer-
ican types which, generally, are inferior in
organization. Most species are social hi habit,
living in flocks under the leadership of an
old male. In the wild state, no less than in
confinement, much attention is given to the
care of the body and to cleanliness.

Monmouth, James, Duke of (1649-85),
was born at Rotterdam, an illegitimate son
either of Charles n., or one of the Sidneys.